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;;, ;-1,;";". ;"ther Aleksandr is probably dead in a snow-

bank." The speaker was Eudokhia Dmitreeva, Grand Princess of
Moscow. Her robe was sewn with gems; her rosebud mouth concealed

the stumps ofthree blackened teeth. She raised het voice shri1ly. "You

will ki1l yourself standing in this wind, o1ya. If Brother Aleksandr

were coming, he would have been here by now."

"As you say," Olga replied coolly from the window. "I am glad you

are here to teach me patience. Perhaps my daughter will learn from

you how a princess behaves."

Eudokhia's lips thinned. She had no children. Olga had two, and

was expecting a third before Easter.

"What is thatl" said Darinka suddenly. "I heard a noise. Did you

hear thatl "
Outside, the storm was rising. "It was the wind," said Eudokhia.

l'only the wind. What a fool you are, Darinka." But she shivered.

"O1ga, send for more winel it is cold in this drafty room."

In truth, the workroom was warm-windowless, save for the sin-

g1e slit-heated with a stove and many bodies. But-"Very we11,"

said Olga. She nodded at her servant, and the woman went out, down

the steps into the freezing night. I

"I hate nights like this," said Darinka. She clutched her robe about

her and scratched a scab on her nose. Her eyes darted from candle to

shadow and back. "SZe comes on nights like this."

"Shel" asked Eudokhia sourly. "'Who is slel"
"Who is she?" repealed Darinka. "You mean you don't knowl"

Datinka looked superior. " She is the ghost."

olga's two children, who had been arguing beside the oven,

stopped screeching. Eudokhia sniffed. From her place by the window,

Olga frowned.

"There is no ghost," Eudokhia said. She reached for a plum pre-

served in honey, bit and chewed daintily, then licked the sweetness

trom her fingers.'Her tone implied that this palace was not quite wor-

thy of a ghost.

"i have seen herl" prorested Darinka' stung' "Lar:

here, I saw her."

Highborn wcmen! who must live and die in tote:'

qiven to visiting. Now ancl again, thev stayed overnigr: :

i,h"n their husbands were awa)" Otga's palace--:'=

prosperous- was a favorite; the more so as Olga tr';'' '
gone with child and did not go out'

Hearing, C)1ga trownecl. br'rt l)arinka' eager for ':rl':

on. "It was lust atter midnight' Some da1's ago' A litt1e r.

ter." She leanecl torward, and her headdress tipped 'r:'

*,as awakened--I cannot remember *'hat awakened re

Olga made the taintest sound of detision' Darinka 'c

nnt ,Jo.-b.r," she repeated' "I awakened and ali o

moonlight seeped trrouncl the shutters' I tliought I hea:c

the cornet. A rat' perhaps, scritching'" Darinka's r o::

iav still, with the blankets dr"awn about trre' But I couic :

Tlten I heard someone whimpet' I opened my eves anc

rr.'ho slept next to me' 'Nastka,' I told het"Nastka' ligr-:

one is crying.' But Nastka did not stir"'

Darinka paused' The roorn had fallen silent'

"Then," Darinka went on, "I saw a gleam ol liur-:

christian glow, cotdet than moonlight' nothing lii;

This glow calne nealer ancl nearer ' ' '"

nirint u pau'*ed again' "And then I sav her" ':
hushed voice.

"Heri Whof \x'hat did she look likel" ctied a doz'

"White as bone," Da-rinka whispered' "Nlouth ia: '
pits to swallow the world' She stated at me' liples-' :'

tried to scream but I coulti not'"

C)ne of the listeuets scluealed; othets were c1utc1.:::

"Enough," snappecl Olga' turning from her plac'

The t'ord cut through their hall-serious lrysteria' a;':

uneasily silent. Olga added, "You are frightening n'
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*-.;:;:;; *ue. rhe elder, Marya, sat upright and

blazing-eyed. But Olga's boy, Daniil, clutched his sister, quiveting.

'And then she disappeared," Datinka finished, trying for noncha-

lance and failing. "I said my prayers and went back to sleep."

She lifted her wine-cup to her lips. The two children stared.

'A good story" Olga said, with a very fine edge on her voice. "But

it is done now Let us tel1 other tales."

She went to her place by the oven and sat. The firelight played on

her double-plaited hair. Outside, the snow was falling fast. olga did

not look toward the window again, though her shoulders stiffened

when the slaves closed the shutters.

More logs were heaped on the fire; the room warmed and fil1ed

with a mellow glow.

"'\XIillyou te1l a tale, Motherl" cried Olga's daughtet, Marya, "Wi1l

you tell a story of magicl"

A mufred sound of approval stirted the room. Eudokhia glared.

Olga srniled. Though she was the Princess of Serpukhov, plga had

grown up far from Moscow, et the edge of the haunted wilderness. She

told stange storids from the north. Highborn women, who lived their

lives between chapel and bakehouse and tower, treasured the novelty.

The princess considered her audience, Whatever grief she had felt

standing alone by the window was now quite absent from her expres-

sion. The waiting-women put down theit needles and curled up ea-

gedy on their cushions,

Outside, the hiss of the wind mixed with the silence of the snow-

stotm that is itself a noise. W'ith a furry of shouting below, the last of
the stock was dtiven into barns, to shelter from the frost. From the

snow-filled alleys, beggars crept into the naves of churches, praying to

live until morning. The men on the kremlin-wall huddled near their

braziers and drew their caps around their earc. But the princess's tower

was warm and frlled with expectant silence,

"Listen, then," Olga said, feeling out the words.

"In a certain princedom there lived a woodcufter and his wife, in a

little village in a great fotest. The husband was called Misha, his wife

{1ena, and they were ver','sad' For though thel' had prai

and kissecl ttre icons and p1e aded, God did nc)t see lit to :':

a chilcl. 'I'imes were hard and thev had no good chirc

ttrrough a bittet winter""

Olga put a irar-rd to her belly' I{et third child-

stranger -kicked in her womb'

"One rnc,rning. alter a heav,v snow, husband and srrle

rorest to chop {irewood. As thel chc'pped and staclec'

the snow into heaps, and Alena. id11 began to fashion ::

palc maiden."

"Was she as pretty as mei" Matva interrupted'

Eudokhia snortecl. "She t'as a snow-maiden' fool' -\

and s'hjte. But"--Eudokhia eved the litt1e girl '-"she

prettier than You."
\Iarya recldened and opened her mouth'

"\\''e11," Olga hutrieclly continued, "1hg s6sq'-girl r

true. aucl stiff. But she was also tall and slender' She hac

ancl r long braid, for Alena had sculpted her with ail !'

child she could not have.

"'See, u'ifel'said.NIisha, observil"rg the little snoo

have macle us a daughter after a1l' T]rere is our Sne

st'to$,*maiden.'

"Alena smile<l. though her eves filled with tears'

"Just then an ic"1'breeze rattled the bare brancltes' i'

iro-.t-demon s'as therel v'atching the couple and the r: '

"Some sav that Morozko took pitv on the v'oman' '

there v''as magic in the x'clrlran's tears' weepinEl on t'
.rhen her husband could not see' llut eithet s'ar' ""
Alena turned fcrr home, the snow-maiden's face g::

r,:rst'. her eves clark and deep" and then a living giri 'i"
r-.irth-naked. and smiled at the old couple'

"'l have come to be vour rlaughter" she said' 'lt r -

1 svill care for 1'ou as my o\\'11 father and mother''

"The olcl couple stared, f,rst in disbelief, then ir--'
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;-;.;;;. maiden by her cold hand, and 1ed her

toward the izba.

"The days passed in peace. Snegurochka swept the floot and

cooked their meals and sang. Sometimes her songs were strange and

made het parents uneasy. But she *as kind and deft in her work. When

she smiled, it always seemed the sun shone. Misha and Alena could

not believe their luck.

"The moon waxed and waned, and then it was midwinter. The vi1-

lage came alive with scents and sounds: be11s on sledges and flat golden

cakes.

"Now and again, folk passed Misha and Alena's izba on their way

to or from the village. The snow-maiden watched them, hidden be-

hind the woodpile.

"one day a girl and a tqll boy passed Snegurochka's hiding place,

walking hand in hand. They smiled at each other, and the snow-

maiden was przzTedby the joyJike flame in their two faces.

"The more she thought of it, the less she understood, but Snegu-

rochka could not stop thinking of that look. 
.W'hete 

before she was

content, now she grew restless. She paced the izba and made cold trails

in the snow beneath the trees.

"spring was not far off on the day Snegurochka heard a beautiful

music in the forest. A shepherd-boy was playing his pipe.

"snegurochka crept near, fascinated, and the shepherd saw the

pale girl. 
.When 

she smiled; the boy's watm heart leaped out to her

coid one.

"The weeks passed, and the shepherd fe1l in love. The snow soft-

ened; the sky was a clear mild b1ue. But sti1l the snow-maiden ftetted.

"'You are made of snow,' Morozko the frost-demon warned her,
'when she met him in the forest" 'You cannot love and be immortal.' As

the winter waned, the frost-demon grew fainter, until he was only vis-

ible in the deepest shade of the wood, Men thought he was but a breeze

in the holly-bushes. 'You were born of winter and you will live for-

ever. But if you touch the fire you will die.'

"But the shepherd-boy's love had made the maiden a little scorn-

:u1. '\x'h.v shoulcl I be always coldi' she lstrrrted' 'la:' ':'
:',ring. but I am a mottal girl now; I rvil1 learn abc'ui i:::' :'"

''1"u.,r., 
to staf in the shade" was the onl' rep'"'

"spring drew nearet' Folk left theit homes mor3 1-: .

-...n thi,ig, in hidden places' Again and again the -1:' -:

'..gurn.h.-ka's 
izba' 'Come into the wood'' 1.re n'ouic "''

']S1.,. *n.,ld leave the shadows beside the ol'en ,:ir qr -

: ihe shade. But though snegurochka dar,ced' her he::'

...i lts cofe .

"The snow began to mett in eatnest; the snoq -rrar:

-:i.Ld weak. She went weeping into the clatkest pan -

'P1ease.' she saicl"I woulcl feel as men irnd q'omen le"'

rrant me this.''- 
"',rtk Spring, then,' replied the irost-demon r' -

engthening duy' l"d fadecl him; he was more breeze ::

*'i,id brusirecl the snow-child's cheek *'i111 6 5e1ros.tu t

"spring is like a maiden, old and eternally young' H=

. .t. t*in.rl with llowers' 'I can give You what you ::: '
'Bttt vttu will srrrelY die''

"snegr.rrochka said notiring ancl went home tveepr'

.h. ,tui,Jd in the izba, hidrng in the shadows'

"But the young shepherci went and tapped on her rl

rve.' tte said. 'Come out to me' I love you with all rc''

"snegrrrochka knew that she coulci live foreve:

.noo,-gir1 in a iittle Peasant's izba' But ' ' ' thete q::' :

::er lover's eYes'

"So she smiled and elothed herself in blue and * ir:

.rde.\\'herethesuntouchedher'dropsofwatersllc:
:r rir.

" She arrd ttre shepherd went to the edge of the bir:

" 'PlaY Your flrrte lol me,' she said'

"The water ran faster' riown her arms and hanC'

lirough her ihce was pale, het bloc;d was warm' ai'':
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young man played his flutr:. and Snegut,rchka loved him" and she

1vept.

"'I'he song ended. 'l'he shepherd .tr.'ent to take het into his arnrs. Urrt

as he reached for her, her I'eet melted. She crumpled to the damp earth

and vanished, An icy mist dritied undet the warrnth of the blue sky,

and the bo\, q,as leit alone.

"1ffhen the snon-maielen vanished, Spring swept hcr veil over the

1and. and the little fie1d flowers began to bloom. But the shepherd

waited in the gloom of the wood. weeping for his lost love.

"l\,lislia and Alena wept as wel1. 'It ru'as onlv a ma!{ic,' said Misha to

comfr:rt tris wife. 'It could not last, lor she rvas made of snov' "

Orot p-q.usro rN IIER sroRyrELLINc. and the xt)men murmured tcl

one another, Daniil slept nora, in Olga's arms. NIatva cJrooped against

her knc.e.

"Some say that thc spirit of Sneguroctrka staved in the forest,"

Olga corrtinued. "That t'hen the snow fell. she came alive again, to

love her shepherd-hov in the long nights."

Olga paused again.

"But some say s[. died," she said sadl1,. "For that is the price of
1oving."

A silence should liave fallen. as is proper, at the end ofa rvell-to1d

stot.r,'. But this time it did not. For at the moment Olga's voice died

arvay. het daughtet tr,Iasha sat bolt upright and screamed.

"Lookl" she cded. "Mother, look! It is het. just there! I-ook! . . .

No- -nol Don't - Go as,ay!" The chilcl sttimhlecl to her feet, el,es

blank ri,"ith terror.

Olga turned her head sharpl-v to the place her dar-rghter stared: a

corner thick with shados'. There---a rvhite llicker. No, that was onlv

firelight. The whole room roiled. Daniil, ar,r,ake. clung to his mother's

sara(an.

"W'hat is iti"

"silenre tire i:hild!"
"111116{ vrrttl" Daritrka -tqLrcaled ttiLrrrrpllantlY "l lorq

tr as re,rll"

" Enottglt! " srr.aPPed t) I ga'

llet' vtricc e ut t[rror-rgh tItir otltcrs' ('rir:s atrd cha::'

\lirr1*a's snhhinu l-'reatlts rvs:re lotld in the stitlnc-t'' "i

said. crtnllv. "tltat it is late. arrd' tlrat rr'e are all ilt'an'' l-:c

rnistress !o bcd"" 'flris was to lltrrlukhiir's q'1116sn- fi)!" i::'

.e!s lvas inclinerl tn ltvstcrir' "lt was rrnlv a chiid's r'l c;

acldecl lirnrly.

"N.-0," groarred lluelokhia, enioving hcrsell' "\ai'

L et Lrs all bc ;rfraicl""

( )1ga s|ot a sharp gla-trce at lte r rtr-tr borJy-st:n'ant' \

pale ltait and indeterrninate ycars' "Ser-' that the Gra:

\lose ol,v p1,res ta{'e to be d"' tJlga trrlcl he r' \lafvara too r'

\latya's sltad,rrvq:rl cottlrr\ [rut at tltc prittct--ss's orcler'

oncr:. l:ritk'.rtrcl c;tIm" It $'as tlte frrclight' t)lga thotrgi':

lrer expressinn seelll an tnstallt sacl'

l,)arinka was lrahbling' "lt tl'r:'r hsp!" 'ehc inttistrrd' "\r

liei I"hc glrost! A very ck:',.il ' ' '"
";\nd be suts tliaf Lrarinka gi:rs a rlratrgltt and I ptte':

I)arinka ilas pulled out ol tlte rortm' whitnpelirrg

lerl arvay mrtrr: tcuclerlY, irnrl tlte fumult subsirlecl'

r.)lp1a tvclrt back to tltri ervctl. to her rvhite-fat:ctl cil:'

"ls it rrtLe. l\latyushkal" srrtrlllccl l)anii[' "lg there a

\lari'ir -*aicl r.rr.rthirtg. hct ltanqlr r:Icncltr':rl t()grthiI

ltor)d itr llt t cYes"

"lt doesn't lnattcrr" s;rirl t)tgir cahnll" "Iltrth' ch:''

at'raid. We at't- ;trotectecl hy (inr1' (lonrc' it il timr' 1r':
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